MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF SAVANNAH
February 12, 2019

The Board of Commissioners of the Housing Authority of Savannah met in regular session
at the offices of the Housing Authority, 1407 Wheaton Street, beginning at 12:15 p.m.,
Tuesday, February 12, 2019. After a moment of silence, the meeting was called to order
by Chairman Wanda Parrish and upon roll call those present and absent were as follows:
Present:

Wanda Parrish, Chairman
Bobby Lockett, Vice Chairman
Thomas Henry
Ron Scalf
G. Lind Taylor

Absent:

None

Also present were Executive Director Earline Wesley Davis, Director of Development
Services Kenneth Clark, Director of Assisted Housing Programs Lynn Coleman, Director of
Human Resources Shaundese Duncan, Director of Finance Robert Faircloth, Director of
Resident Services Yolanda Fontaine, Director of Facilities Management Robert Marshall,
Management Analyst Tammy Brawner, Asset Manager Angela Capers,
Accountant/Internal Auditor Neikelle Ferris, Resident Advisor Deborah Goldwire,
Accounting Administrator Jeff Hanna, Procurement Manager Monifa Johnson,
Homeownership Specialist/HOPE VI Community and Supportive Services Coordinator
DaShawna Kea, Real Estate Analyst Rafaella Nutini, ROSS Service Coordinator Brenda
Pollen, Asset Manager Elizabeth Richardson, and Resident Advisor Deborah Goldwire.
Attorney Dana Braun of Ellis, Painter, Ratterree, & Adams LLP, Captain Ben Herron of
Savannah Police, Brian L. Nemeroff of Berman, Hopkins, Wright & LaHam, CPAs and
Associates, LLP and Attorney Vanessa Lotson were also in attendance.
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APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
The Consent Agenda included the minutes of the January 15, 2019 postponed regular
meeting, Financial Report, Resident Services Report and Assisted Housing Programs
Report. At the request of Commissioner Henry, the meeting minutes were removed from
the Consent Agenda for further discussion. Commissioner Scalf made a motion, seconded
by Commissioner Lockett, to approve the consent agenda, with the removal of the
meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously.
SAVANNAH POLICE PRESENTATION
Captain Ben Herron of the Savannah Police’s Downtown Precinct addressed the
Commissioners regarding various police issues and practices in public housing
neighborhoods. Discussion centered on the use of the banned list.
AUDIT PRESENTATION
The Housing Authority of Savannah has recently completed its fiscal year-end audit. Brian
Nemeroff of Berman Hopkins Wright & LaHam, CPAs and Associates, LLP provided a
presentation to the board regarding the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and
Single Audit Report for fiscal year ended March 31, 2018.
ADOPTION OF WESTLAKE LINWOOD APARTMENTS SUPPLEMENTAL BOND
RESOLUTION
At its December 11, 2018 meeting, the Board of Commissioners adopted a bond
inducement resolution for Westlake and Linwood Apartments, a development by
Westlake Linwood Housing Partners, LP. The Bond Resolution stated that the Bonds
would not exceed $21.5 million in principal amount, and that February 1, 2023, would
be the final maturity date of the Bonds.
A supplemental resolution was presented to the Board by Attorney Dana Braun. The
supplemental resolution provided the final terms of the three series of bonds being
issued, i.e. the specific amount of each series and the maturity dates. Commissioner
Taylor made motion, seconded by Commissioner Henry, to adopt the supplemental bond
resolution. The resolution was unanimously adopted and made a part of these minutes.
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT
Director of Development Services Ken Clark made a presentation regarding revitalization
efforts along the Wheaton Street Corridor, as part of the city-wide East Savannah
Gateway planning initiative that began in 2012.
A discussion followed the presentation regarding plans for Yamacraw Village and the
vacancy issues at the property. Ms. Davis said that a tour has been planned for staff to
view the new initiative projects and invited the Commissioners to attend, but this tour
could be expanded or another one planned at the Board’s discretion. The Commissioners
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STATE OF GEORGIA )
COUNTY OF CHATHAM

)
)
AFFIDAVIT

PERSONALLY appeared before the undersigned attesting officer, duly authorized to
administer oaths, Wanda Parrish, who after being duly sworn, deposes, and on oath states
the following:
(1) I was the presiding officer of a duly noticed meeting of the Housing Authority of
Savannah held on February 12, 2019.
(2) That it is my understanding that O.C.G.A. §50-14-4(b) provides as follows:
When any meeting of an agency is closed to the public pursuant to subsection (a) of
this Code section, the chairperson or other person presiding over such meeting shall
execute and file with the official minutes of the meeting a notarized affidavit stating
under oath that the subject matter of the meeting or the closed portion thereof was
devoted to matters within the exceptions provided by law and identifying the
specific relevant exception.
(3) A portion of the meeting held on February 12, 2019 was closed for discussing or
deliberating upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary
action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee
or interviewing applicants for the position of the executive head of an agency, as
authorized pursuant to O.C.G.A. §50-14-3(6)(b)(2).
(4) No unrelated matters were mentioned or attempted to be offered for discussion
during the closed portion of the meeting.
(5) This affidavit is being executed for the purpose of complying with the mandate of
O.C.G.A. §50-14-4(b) that such an affidavit be executed.

